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/ A stain[;qss-steel

Allium by

Ruth Moilliet is

_ just ohe of many
“y seulptures that,
grace art collector

. Richard Szpiro's

. Gloucestershire

garden, on page 118.
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Celebrate the essence of these natural-
'beau‘;igs in all their stark winter glory.. * 7,
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DESIGNER SECRETS

‘Landscape architect Ulf Nordfjel discusses

| “OUr &xperts ac_iﬁi_%ﬁ_a\; and where to buy.  ‘ohe of his sérgr;é_wafe_r g'i‘lr,@en designs.
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ICED MAGIC

Atevery turn, Richard Szpiro’s Cotswold garden offers an exquisite wintry
view, each enlivened by one of his collection of sculptures
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‘Akthis time'of year, box heclg!%.cj.‘
comes into its own; its neatiiy s
clipped forms giving'structure and
interest, while the outline of the
— y statue of bronze agrobats echoes
that of the bare trees beyond, This
. areais enclosed by beech hedging
i planted by'desianer TimuReaesin
“1the1980s. A [ower hedge and the
yew, pyramids have been added
: more recently.

2ntury Britis
""" ,a 15 roperty with
re too low to
and began

e boundary
hen Richard arrived, there was alread
e tree
cutting

Needing help with his ambitious project, Richard contacted
Tim Rees se designs he had admired in a magazi
y worked on the gar

to take down 38 tree ughs Richard. “His r s, Tdon't
remermber there being that many t

Richard loved the elegant front 1 yew drums
centred on the house, but decided on radical measures for the
rest. Tree felling cpened up the grass terra and connected
them with wilder areas beyond. Clearing, l-building
and planting transformed a vegetable garden into a more formal
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4OEE At Slate Potnkest &
#anideal focal point; set badk’
& fromithe sorbls aventierits

" positicning leadsthe eye = |
“along thepaths
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e S N N ST Pleachedhornbedme i 40
- have been planted along thew= %
garden's boundaries to give |0

privacy, as well'as to provide

the backdrop for sculptures &8

suchas Richard Harding's _:E‘i

1 zinc Eve’s Leal. 8




affair. Here, bronze acrobats now turn somersaults am
ne
ntian and alliums.
worked on the meadow, crucial to
fully integrated into the

rest of the ga
relate to the i rough t W, in
which camassias, Tulipa sylvestris, k raniums and
centaureas have been naturalised. These provide constant inter-
D in 18th-century style, the visiter is led on, ¢ :
of one sculpture at a time, chancing upon ¢ 2
Richard has specially commissioned most of t
and their placement is bold, cheating the eye and distorting
symmetry. A pair of stone rectangles mon Hitchens,
representing the moon, the other the sun, face one another
terrace. Tc de, almost haphazardly, is
ot by Philip Simmonds, while a bronze woman
Tears and Pain by Helen Sinclair) is set at an angle on
“I haven't done the

tal, emerging ap
ichard, "with a great feelin
than on a winter's day, whe

““Theithree s s
figures by a boundary
walkare Veilleurshy — == =
= ~Jean-Michel Solves,.,
They.are mada of,, =S o
cemient coloured withi==m ="y
natural-soil pigrent— F Ll
IFhey.areorganic,” - =, i
says Richard, "afid "~ ~ Tr s SEmomE
seem to come out .
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glass sculpture

into'the™ :
burnished besch

the leftof the
ornamental pool
frampe a view of
thr‘;‘ms'e' garden.
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*ﬂ‘; b Desdnbed by’
3 sr'.hard as "Just

f a‘bl’t of fun!,
so)‘ne pigsand
therrmglets

scratch therr

Way, BCross’ a:

" sloping law.
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A light dusting of
snow picks out the
forms of Five Sficed
Seats by Hannah
Bennett at the base
of a venerable oak.

GARDEN
GUIDE

GAEDEN
ORIENTATION
Morth-east facing.
SOIL TYPE
Cotswold brash.
SPECIAL
FEATURES Yew
and beech hedai
Commissioned
sculptures.
Pleached
hornbeams and an
avenue of sorbus.
Wild meadow area.
GARDEN DESIGN
Tim Rees, 020
8965 7085,

treesassociates.com.
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Setatan apgie on the Wi

" edge of a.grass tefrace,’
Helen Sinclaif's bronze
figure, OnTears and Pain,
appears to glide betWeen
roundels of box. »
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