
Carmejane, Provence
This courtyard garden, surrounding a medieval stone
house at the top of the old Provencal town of Menerbe
in the Luberon, has commanding views out over the
surrounding hills.
Consideration given to shade and seating early in the
design process enables the garden to be used for
entertaining throughout the summer months.  Citrus,
Cypress and Olive trees rise out of a series of boxwood
edged compartments, set at different levels.
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Little Barrow, Gloucestershire
This small estate around a Cotswold limestone house, near Stow-on-the-Wold, has
been developed over a period of seven years in collaboration with its keen owner.
Extensive tree planting around the property boundaries, and a formal garden and
terraces around the house, have already been established. Elsewhere on the grounds
is an ornamental vegetable garden. Ongoing projects include the renovation of a
lake on the estate, together with extensive areas of meadow and tree planting.
Recently, a firm of architects have been commissioned to provide designs for a
contemporary boathouse and bridge.
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Country Garden, Provence
Within the mature grounds of a house dating from the twelfth century, we developed
new gardens in collaboration with its owner. A sequence of garden rooms draw on
both English and French garden traditions. The naturalistic style of the Bank contrasts
with the formal border planting in the Aromatic Border and the Rose Garden.
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Mas de Pilon, Provence
This garden, created over five years out of former fields, surrounds an old Provence
mas (farmstead).
An architectural garden forms a main axis for the site. Along this axis are arrayed
a series of formal spaces: - a potager, olive garden and sculpture garden.
One side of the house faces the Alpilles mountains. Here, olive groves set in swathes
of annual meadow were established to contrast with the formal gardens. Large plant
material was used throughout; notably on a large artificial mount created to screen
an existing pylon. The mount, planted with mature cypresses and pines up to sixty
feet high, appears as a foothill of the Alpilles beyond. This garden has been featured
in House & Garden magazine (UK) and Town & Country magazine. (USA)
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Old Grist, Gloucestershire
On the site of an ancient watermill, this garden lies deep in a Cotswold valley. The
house sits astride a dam at the edge of a mill pond at the centre of the garden.
From here there are views down the valley to nearby town of Wotton under Edge.
In the opposite direction across the pond, the valley rises upwards.
This site, with its strong existing sense of place, called for a lightness of touch in
its redesign. The mill pond was therefore left largely untouched apart from a new
path skirting the water’s edge.
In contrast, lushly planted borders lie below the house. These use a backbone of
shrubs with a wide range of perennials to give a tapestry of colour and texture
throughout the seasons.
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Stockeld Park, Yorkshire
An eighteenth century country house and surrounding park. We developed a planting
scheme and structural framework as part of a garden scheme that relates the house
more closely to its landscape.
Working closely with the clients, we developed a design around the south-western
wing of the house. A formal framework of beech hedging is centered on the old
Gaming House. This, together with yew and boxwood topiary, fastens architecture
and landscape together, and provides a setting for more loose and informal perennial
and grass planting.
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Throstle’s Nest, Yorkshire
Set deep in the Yorkshire Dales, this site was developed over three years whist
extensive work was undertaken on the house.
The project brief was to create a garden that responded – practically as well as
aesthetically - to the rugged, windswept character of the surrounding landscape.
This has been achieved with the use of local stone for paving and walls, matching
the area’s characteristic drystone walls. A walled garden, protected in a sunken
location behind retaining walls, offers shelter from the sometimes harsh weather.
This sheltered microclimate enabled us to experiment with a wider range of plant
material than might have been otherwise possible. We used mature plants throughout,
to provide shelter and to give the garden a more established feel.
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