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Williams famously scours local markets and shops for
one-of-a-kind items. “Every room gets

triggered by something—often, a great discovery.
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AMERICA'S MOST CELEBRATED FRANCOPHILE, Thamas Jelferson, famously
referred o his wor of Franee as “a peep into Elysiom.” It was the promise
ol one day sasaring such mercurial quatities of joie de vivie that sustained
an Andevioan couple and their lengtime accomplice, Bunny Williams, during
theirrenovation ol & farmhbouse in Provence,

“Every projeet 1s ke a new comanece, | stay up at night thinking abouot it,"
""" says Willians, whose passion and drive has anly inereased over her four
deeadesasone of Anerica’s most sought-alter designers, “ 10 the same with
anyone who i3 crealive—a painter, a writer-you foee o do it Yoo can’t stop.”

That level ol compulsion came in handsy when Willinms was hired 1o
12

reimagine o clasqie Provengal s, "The interioes consisted of a warren ol

rootns—1he vesullofa century's worth ol alicrations—connected by narrow

i T e T E v Sisgen o — halls and multiple staivcases. “We wanted it to be comfortable and ta Row.”
| ——— : ) s T . 2 LfoRs R
. TR Nl ey Rl - she says, “hot alsa 1o laok as if we'dl done nothing,
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Atlanta-based architect Norman Davenport Asking was brought in ta

A envision & moce geacious arcangement, He designed an elegant new stairease
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in the entrance hall and transformed o series of bosy rooms into a combart-

able libeary, formal dining room, and double-size living room, Fach of these

gpaces now opens onla a beomd lereaee that faces south “to srotect lrom the
narthern mista! winds,” the architect notes.

Likewise, Williams was determined 1o maintain a sense of place while at
the =ame time rendering the house move funetional. “People ask me all the
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What's the Bunny Look?"™ she says. 10 aboul comfort, styke, amd
g e

lime,
hosy we live in spaces. This coupie entertaing, sowe have big seat
oents, You don't want o be lugging chairs around overy e Someonc COmes
over” She also believes strongly that “a b shaukd Le apprepriate 1o i
etting” To that end. she upholstered the walls o the master bedraom in s
[abie resembling French ticking while kicking it up a notch w ith an artlul
mix of okl Pierre Frey prints andd an 18th-century gilt mirvor,

She famaualy scours local mavkets andl ghaops lor one-ol-a-kind iwems that
help o ensure each project’s singular ambienee, * Esery moom gels Lriggened
b et bing olten, o greal discovery,” ahe notes, “hn this vase, we i e
ineredible book of black-und-white, 18 h-century Chinese Lotanical

this
o | haed the idea ta ent oot the

pigravings at auetion. | Jave deconpage,
engravings and pul thetn on silver tea paper, which was uened inta wallpaper
for the dining room.” Onee bung, delicate lattice work wis applied, creating
depth and dimension. “AL night, the oom sparkles. I glovious.”

Candens ane contral 1o the Provengal lifesty e, and this one, by T Rees,
s esvectnlly magical.” Williams savs, The design incorperales classieal
cletnents: terraced plantings, stone walls, an olive avcharnd, and a rose gay
den. The family spends sun-soaked afiernoons v ler the shade of an achor
while the nnofficial nascot of the region, the cicada, chivps overhead. W hen
the living roon’s French doors are open (o the terrace, the homes inleriars
mekd with the garden-—everything in per fect harmony. [
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